Breeding, Transportation, and
Use of Pathogen-free Rodents

Past experience has taught that the use of pathogen-free rodents in research
is possible only when breeding, transportation, and maintenance programs
specifically designed for the exclusion of pathogens are followed. Genuine
commitments must be made to preventing infections throughout the life of
the rodent. Some of the essential commitments are as follow:*

a.    The investigator must be strongly committed.

b.    The investigator and the support personnel must understand the
terminology and principles involved.

c.    Appropriate facilities and equipment must be available.

d.    Housing practices must ensure physical separation and avoidance of
cross-contamination between different animal subpopulations throughout their
lives

e Reliable health monitoring must be maintained to identify breeding
populations free of pathogens and to redefine the microbiological status of
the animals at regular intervals after receipt in the user facility until
completion of each study.

f.    Written standard operating practices must be developed and followed

*From a consensus developed during a seminar entitled "Earner Maintenance of Rodents
in Multipurpose Facilities," held at the Thirty-Sixth Annual Session of the American Association
of Laboratory Animal Science on November 3-8, 1985 in Baltimore, Md. Seminar participants
were J R. Lmdsey (leader); O L Van Hoosier, Jr., D B. Casebolt, J G Fox, R O Jacoby, and
T E Hamm, Jr
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